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‘SOVIET ACTIVE MEASURES’ 

Baltimore 

As t[ie person Frank Donner credits with 
responsibility for developing all of the 
evidence on Soviet involvement in the 
“nuclear freeze’’ effort [“The Campaign to 
Smear the Nuclear Freeze Movement,’’ The 
Nation, Nov. 6], I have watched with in¬ 
terest as other writers have, exposed distor¬ 
tions and inaccuracies in Donner’s efforts to 
whitewash the “freeze” by confusing the 
issues [“Letters,” The Nation, Dec. 4 and 
Dec. 25], . . . 

Donner’s references to The Information 
Digest and myself are less accurate than his 
bizarre version of the Yuri Nosenko case. Of. 
much greater significance is his attempt to 
defend the “nuclear freeze” effort against 
revelations of Soviet involvement. But 
despite all his rhetoric, Donner’s defense 
simply comes down to a few denials of 
documented facts. 

Ddnner denies by implication that the 
U.S. Peace Council (U.S.P.C.) is a Com¬ 
munist Party front through the “innocence 
by association” technique. He writes that 
“the .[U.S.] Peace Council, which has 
chapters across the country, has some Com¬ 
munist Party members in its midst, but it 
also has members from Congress, state 
legislatures, city councils and legal and 
religious groups.” This can be compared to 
implying an embezzler “must” be innocent 
because he associates with the innocent—his 
victims! 

Testimony given by F.B.I. Assistant Di¬ 
rector for Intelligence Edward J. O’Malley 
before the House Permanent Select Commit¬ 
tee on Intelligence identifies the World Peace 
Council as “the largest and most active 
Soviet front organization with affiliates in 
approximately 135 countries. It is one'of the 
major Soviet instruments for political action 
and propaganda in the peace movement. . . . 
The WPC has taken a direct hand in or¬ 
ganizing and mobilizing the American peace - 
movement.” The hearings were published 
last December under the title “Soviet Active 
Measures.” 

O’Malley’s testimony continues: “In 1979, 

. . . the CPUSA [Communist Party, U.S. A.] 
assigned two of its longtime members to 
establish a U.S. chapter of the World Peace 
Council. At its founding convention in No¬ 
vember 1979, the U.S. Peace Council was 
formed as a U.S. World Peace Council affil¬ 
iate. The key leadership positions in the U.S. 
Peace Council were given to CPUSA mem¬ 
bers.” As O’Malley also points out, “the 
KGB has clandestinely transferred funds 'to - 
the CPUSA on behalf of the CP Soviet 
Union.” 

Donner tries hard to conceal the fact that 
American “peace activists” are involved 
with the World Peace Council, and that 
Terry Provance, a leading “nuclear freeze 


campaign” organizer, is a member of the 
W.P.C. The W.P.C. is an instrument of 
Soviet policy that sometimes serves as a 
“cover” for K.G.B. operatives such as 
Radomir Bogdanov, deputy director of the 
Institute for the Study of the United States 
and Canada, who in 1978 came to the United 
States under W’P.C. auspices and met with a 
number of Congressmen and “notables.” 
Donner claims that in 1977, Provance wrote 
to the W.P.C. objecting to his inclusion in 
the list of members. However, the W.P.C. in 
1980 again recorded Provance among those 
elected to W.P.C. membership for a second 
three-year term! 

The next W.P.C. congress will be held in 
Prague from June 13 to 17. I will be watch¬ 
ing wjth interest to see how many of the peo¬ 
ple and organizations that Donner paints as 
innocent of W.P.C. affiliation show up at 
this Communist gathering-and which'ones 
are elected to the council. ' 

Donner also attributes to the chairman of 
the House Intelligence Committee a state¬ 
ment to the effect that the' F.B.I. presented 
no evidence' of Soviet influence in the 
“nuclear freeze” campaign. As a Decem¬ 
ber 20, 1982, Wall Street Journal editorial 
pointed.out, Apparently Chairman Edward 
Boland had'not read the transcript of his 
own committee’s hearings. To carry out his 
whitewash of the Soviet role in the American 
peace movement, Donner has ignored F.B.I. 
statements tq the, contrary. If he would look 
at page 232 of “Soviet Active Measures,” he 
would find that the F.B.I. testifies: 

A primary focus of the KGB has been 
arms control; ahd disarmament mat¬ 
ters and theAmerican peace move¬ 
ment. KGB officers have recently in¬ 
structed their contacts to devote . 
serious attention to the anti-war 
movement in the United States, , 
especially with regard to coalitions 
forming among the various factions 
within the movement. The KGB, is 
particularly interested in information 
concerning the " peace movement’s 
slogans, political platforms, plans for 
conferences or demonstrations, and 
- relations with European anti-war . 

• groups. 

In addition, KGB officers have 
recently asked their contacts in the 
peace movement to report on meet¬ 
ings, participate in the- planning of 
demonstrations, and distribute leaflets 
and other publications. - Some KGB 
officers were directly involved in ef¬ 
forts to influence the ~U. S. peace 1 
movement [my emphasis], 

A Soviet diplomat involved in active 
measures operations assigned to the 
Soviet Embassy in Washington has 
been actively attempting to influence 
the American peace movement. He 


has attended numerous conferences 
and has made [a] substantial number 
of speeches to various-peace and dis¬ 
armament groups throughout the 
United States. 

The F.B.I.’s comment on the June 12 
demonstration in New York City, the largest 
“peace” and “freeze”'demonstration in re¬ 
cent years, is very instructive: “The U.S. 
Peace Council and the World Peace Council, 
as well as CPUSA members were actively in- 
volved in the planning and implementation u 
of the June 12 demonstrations connected ' 
with SSOD-ILin New York.” 

The F.B.I. testimony cited in this letter 
speaks for itself. In sum, the F.B.I. reveals 
that the World Peace Council is Soviet- 
controlled; that the U.S. Peace Council is a 
vehicle for the W.P.C. led by members of 
C.P.U.S.A., which is monitored, directed 
and funded hy the International Department 
of the Soviet Communist Party Central 
Committee. The K.G.B. carries out these 
functions on behalf of the C.P.S.U. Central 
Committee’s International Department. 

If Nation readers have any intellectual 
curiosity, they may want to actually read the 
F.B.I. testimony and see how it differs from 
Donner’s distorted version. “Soviet Active 
Measures” may be purchased from the U.S.' 
Government Printing Office. 

Although Donner attributes all public in¬ 
formation concerning Soviet involvement in 
the “peace” movement and “nuclear freeze” 
campaign to me, I disclaim any responsibili¬ 
ty for the F.B.I. testimony before the House 
Intelligence Committee. As Donner may re¬ 
member, the F.B.I. has many excellent 
sources in the C.P.U.S.A. and knows a great 
deal about the activities of the K.G.B. \ 
John Rees, Publisher 
The Information Digest 

DONNER REPLIES 

First, Dr. Samuel Francis, the Heritage 
Foundation’s scourge of invented terrorism; 
then Dr. Rael Jean Isaac, the smear queen 
specializing in the political perfidy of 
mainline Protestantism; next, John Barron, 
Reader’s Digest master spy-caterer, who 
cooks up fresh K.G.B. plots for all occa¬ 
sions; and now John Rees, the Inspector 
Clouseau of countersubversion, joins the 
pack! I must be doing something right. 

Frank Donner 


The Nation welcomes letters—typed, 
double-spaced and no longer than 300 
words, please.. Longer letters may be. 
edited for reasons of space. Our policy 
is to publish as many letters as space 
permits, but inevitably a backlog 
develops, so bear with us. 


